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I first want to thank the people of Holly Springs for electing me mayor. I am honored and humbled to be chosen 
to represent all of you. I am looking forward to working with the City’s excellent staff and Council members.

I want to thank God and my family for supporting me during my campaign. My wife, Heather, is truly the most patient woman I have 
ever known. I would be lost without her love and support. I would like to thank all of you who supported me financially and otherwise. 
Thank you to Jim Laughlin and his family. I know how much you love Holly Springs and want to thank you for your willingness to offer 
your service as mayor. As a fireman, you are a hero and beloved member of our City.

Tim Downing, thank you for your outstanding service and leadership over the past fifteen years as a City councilman and mayor. I 
have some big shoes to fill. You have seen the population more than double during your tenure and have faced some tough decisions 
concerning growth. I am certain that you have always done what you believed was best for the City. You have been very gracious during 
this transition and I look forward to consulting with you in the future. 

Being elected mayor is just the beginning. It’s time to roll up our sleeves and get to work. The City Council and I have some important 
decisions facing us in the near future. The issue of growth is first on our list. Over the next few months, I will be meeting with City and 
County officials to discuss how we can continue to grow without placing an excessive burden on our infrastructure. 

I am pleased to provide an update on several of the infrastructure projects currently underway in Holly Springs.  The Rickman Industrial 
Drive Realignment and Turn Lane Project is under construction near the intersection of Holly Springs Parkway and Hickory Road/Holly 
Street.  Phase I of the Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) Streetscape Project along Holly Springs Parkway and Hickory Road was substantially 
completed in December.  Phase II of the LCI Project is scheduled to begin in the fall of 2017 and will provide pedestrian connectivity to 
Pine Crest Road upon completion.  The Palm Street Sidewalk and Drainage Project is on target for completion in the spring of 2017.

The Industrial Connector Scoping Project is also underway.  The project consultant, AECOM, completed the traffic counts and data 
collection in December.  The City of Holly Springs and AECOM will be conducting a public information open house in 2017 to receive input 
from City residents and business owners regarding the proposed route of the Industrial Connector from Hickory Road to Holly Springs 
Parkway.  We will send out information about the public information meeting as soon as the date for the meeting has been set.

The City of Holly Springs recently sentout a request for proposals (RFP) for a master developer for the construction of the Town Center 
Project.  The city council and I will be evaluating the proposals during the first quarter of 2017 to determine the most advantageous 
approach for the City of Holly Springs to consider in the development of our downtown.  We will evaluate the proposals from 
prospective master developers based on experience, conceptual development of private and public components of the site, as well as 
the approach for financing the construction of the infrastructure and buildings.

I am looking forward to serving all of you for the next four years. I humbly ask for your prayers and support as our City 
enters into a new era. 

God bless. -Steve

Timothy B. Downing

MESSAGE FROM THE

City of Holly Springs

P.O. Box 990

Holly Springs, GA 30142

Elected Officials 
Mayor: Steve Miller

Councilwoman: Karen Barnett 

Councilwoman: Dee Phillips 

Councilman: Jeremy Smith 

Councilman: Kyle Whitaker 

Councilman: Michael Roy Zenchuk II

Contact us:
Our physical address:

City of Holly Springs

3237 Holly Springs Parkway

Holly Springs, GA 30115

City Hall: 770-345-5536

Community Development: 770-345-5533

Police Department: 770-345-5537

Police Tip Hot line: 770-704-0667

Municipal Court: 770-345-5538

Emergency: 911
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Congratulations to the Yard of the Month winners!
Thank you for the time and effort you put into making Holly Springs a more beautiful place to live. 

Yards of the Month
TOMMY KEHELEY NAMED DEPUTY CHIEF OF POLICE 
The City of Holly Springs swore in Tommy L. Keheley as their newest Deputy Chief of 
Police on December 2, 2016. 
Keheley comes to the City with over 45 years of experience in law enforcement 
and 25 concurrent years in the military. Most recently, he worked as an investigator 
with the Georgia Peace Officer Standards and Training (POST) Council, attorney 
general and governor. From 1970 until 2003, Keheley served with the Cobb County 
Police Department where he was an operations officer, precinct commander, 
intelligence unit commander, special operations commander, watch commander 
and narcotics unit commander. He retired from Cobb County as the Deputy Chief of 
the Uniform Bureau where he was responsible for five precincts and the special 
operations unit, which was comprised of over 575 officers. 
Throughout his professional career, Keheley has served our nation in the Naval 
Reserves and Coast Guard, and has served in the Georgia Air National Guard. 
In addition to his extensive job experience, Keheley has received formal education 
from the FBI National Academy, accredited through the University of Virginia, the 
United States Secret Service Dignitary Protection School, Cobray International 
Counter Terrorism School, and is a Dive Rescue Specialist through the 
International Association of Dive Rescue Specialists. He has received over 3,000 
hours of POST certified training.

STORMWATER
Anyone who lived in Georgia between 2007 and 2009 knows what an impact drought can have on day-to-day life. Here are 
some tips for combatting drought effects by conserving water and energy.
•Energy is produced using large volumes of water, so conserving energy also conserves water. Save energy by turning off 
lights and cutting the air conditioner back when you’re not at home.

In the Kitchen and Laundry
•Wash only full loads of dishes and laundry. You’ll save water and energy.
•Use a rubber spatula to scrape dishes clean instead of rinsing with water.
•Soak really dirty pans or dishes for quicker washing.
•Avoid using your garbage disposal. Compost leftovers, fruits and vegetables.
•Prepare food efficiently. Speed clean food by using a vegetable brush. Spray water in short bursts.
•Don’t use running water to defrost foods. Defrost food in the microwave, in the refrigerator overnight or by placing

wrapped food in a bowl of cold water.
•Reuse clean household water. Collect water used to boil vegetables and/or shower water. Use it to water houseplants.

In the Bathroom
•Take a shower instead of a bath. Filling the bathtub uses about 50 gallons of water; a shower uses about 20 gallons.
•Shorten your shower to five minutes.
•Install a water-saving showerhead that uses 2.5 gallons per minute.
•Fix leaking faucets and toilets. Test for a leaking toilet by putting a few drops of food coloring in the toilet tank.

Wait a few minutes, then look in the bowl. If the food coloring has made its way there, you have a leak.
•Use a glass for rinse water when brushing teeth or shaving instead of letting the faucet run. An electric razor also

saves water.
•Think before you flush. Every eliminated flush can save between two and seven gallons of water.
•Install a low-flow toilet. Low-flow toilets need only 1.6 gallons per flush, saving thousands of gallons per year.

Unlike earlier models, low flow toilets available today receive high marks from consumers for overall performance.

2
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Deputy Chief Tommy Keheley

THANK YOU 
2016 SPECIAL EVENT SPONSORS

Presenting Sponsor 
Northside Hospital-Cherokee
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Around About Local Media
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Dental Town 
Discount Tire

Fivestones Church
Frank Ingram Wrecker Service

Holly Springs Chiropractic & Massage
Holly Springs DDA

Huntington Learning Center
LulaRoe

Lyndon Academy
North Metro Waste

Petit Artist
Publix Supermarkets, Inc.

Riverstone Graphics
Sunnyside Church of God

Superior Healthcare
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Visit us online at www.hollyspringsga.us 
for updates, calendar of special events and news about our City

Upcoming Meetings

CITY COUNCIL*
Meets at 7:00 p.m. 
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

January 19th 
February 27th 
March 20th

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
Meets at 6:00 p.m. 
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

January 12th 
February 9th
March 9th

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
Meets at 6:00 p.m.
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

January 18th

MAIN STREET BOARD  
Meets at 6:00 p.m. 
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

January 24th 
February 28th 
March 28th

*Holly Springs Work Sessions are held the 1st

Monday of each month.

Georgia’s Environmental Protection Division recently declared a Level 2 
drought response for Metro Atlanta as severe drought conditions 
have extended into the fall. Between March and October, about 20 
inches of rain fell in Atlanta, nearly 13 inches below average.

Experts predict dry, warm weather is likely to persist through the 
winter. This might be the beginning of a multiyear drought and we 
should conserve our water resources accordingly.

We all must do our part to use water wisely.

Level 2 Drought Response – 
Residential Fact Sheet

• Only as needed, up to Twice a week (even addresses
and sites with no numbered address on Wednesday or Saturday
and odd addresses on Thursday or Sunday)

• Only during the hours of 4 pm and 10 am

Outdoor Watering Restrictions for 
lawns, gardens and trees

What’s NOT Allowed 
» Washing streets, gutters, sidewalks and driveways
» Ornamental uses, such as fountains and waterfalls
» Washing vehicles (cars, boats, etc.) at home
» Non-commercial washing or pressure washing
» Charity, or non-commercial fund-raiser, car washes

What’s Allowed* 
» Irrigation of personal food gardens
» Irrigation of new and replanted seed, turf or plants for

a period of 30 days following installation
» Watering with drip irrigation or soaker hose
» Hand watering, including hoses with shut-off nozzle
» Use of water withdrawn from private water wells

*Not subject to the 4 pm to 10 am or twice a week restrictions

Only water as needed. In the fall and winter months, outdoor plants need less water. Water when plants show signs of distress (curling, wilting, graying foliage).

Water Conservation Tips
» Check and repair leaks inside and outside the home.
» Shorten showers and turn off water when shaving or

brushing teeth.
» Fill dishwashers and washing machines. Make sure

there is a full load every time.
» Replace older toilets and shower heads with high

efficiency models. If your home was built before 1993,
you may qualify for a toilet rebate.

» Choose efficient appliances. Look for EPA WaterSense
and ENERGY STAR labeled products when shopping
for new appliances and fixtures.

» Scrape dishes before washing them. Avoid using the
garbage disposal. It wastes a lot of water and can
contribute to pipe clogs.

Find more conservation tips at mydropcounts.org

D0 Abnormally Dry

D1 Moderate Drought

D2 Severe Drought

D3 Extreme Drought

D4 Exceptional Drought

Intensity:

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

ODD EVEN ODD EVEN

State of Georgia Drought Conditions*

* As of November 8, 2016.

Metropolitan North Georgia Water Planning District  |  40 Courtland Street, NE  |  Atlanta, GA 30303  |  www.northgeorgiawater.org

For current drought conditions and drought response 
information specific to your city or county visit 
northgeorgiawater.org/drought-status/
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A big congratulations to Mayor 
Pro Tem Michael R. Zenchuk II 
for not only completing the 
Cherokee County Chamber of 
Commerce’s 2016 Leadership 
Cherokee Class, but also for 
receiving the Cristal Stancil 
Leadership Award! This award 
was created in recognition of 
Cristal’s commitment to 
Leadership Cherokee. It is with 
extreme pride that the Steering 
Committee presents the Cristal 
Stancil Leadership Award to a 
member of each year’s class 
who exhibits the true qualities 
of a leader. Please join us in 
congratulating Mayor Pro Tem 
Zenchuk for receiving this honor. 

City Hall | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5536
City Manager...................................................Rob Logan
City Clerk.........................................................Karen Norred
Financial Services Representative ..................Denise Lamazares
Information Technology Technician................Ron Carter
Main Street Director........................................Erin Honea

Municipal Court | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5538
Court Clerk.......................................................Whitney Dickens

Police | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5537
Police Chief......................................................Mike Carswell
Deputy Chief....................................................Tommy Kehely
Code Enforcement Officer...............................Jeff Lance

Community Development | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5533
Community Development Director...................Nancy Moon
Building Inspector.............................................Eddie Nolan
Building Inspector.............................................Jake Dudley
Stormwater Coordinator...................................Josh Rogers
Community Development Technician...............Becky Bruce

Public Works / Main Phone Line: 770-345-5536
Public Works Supervisor....................................Alex Gray
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and narcotics unit commander. He retired from Cobb County as the Deputy Chief of 
the Uniform Bureau where he was responsible for five precincts and the special 
operations unit, which was comprised of over 575 officers. 
Throughout his professional career, Keheley has served our nation in the Naval 
Reserves and Coast Guard, and has served in the Georgia Air National Guard. 
In addition to his extensive job experience, Keheley has received formal education 
from the FBI National Academy, accredited through the University of Virginia, the 
United States Secret Service Dignitary Protection School, Cobray International 
Counter Terrorism School, and is a Dive Rescue Specialist through the 
International Association of Dive Rescue Specialists. He has received over 3,000 
hours of POST certified training.

STORMWATER
Anyone who lived in Georgia between 2007 and 2009 knows what an impact drought can have on day-to-day life. Here are 
some tips for combatting drought effects by conserving water and energy.
•Energy is produced using large volumes of water, so conserving energy also conserves water. Save energy by turning off 
lights and cutting the air conditioner back when you’re not at home.

In the Kitchen and Laundry
•Wash only full loads of dishes and laundry. You’ll save water and energy.
•Use a rubber spatula to scrape dishes clean instead of rinsing with water.
•Soak really dirty pans or dishes for quicker washing.
•Avoid using your garbage disposal. Compost leftovers, fruits and vegetables.
•Prepare food efficiently. Speed clean food by using a vegetable brush. Spray water in short bursts.
•Don’t use running water to defrost foods. Defrost food in the microwave, in the refrigerator overnight or by placing

wrapped food in a bowl of cold water.
•Reuse clean household water. Collect water used to boil vegetables and/or shower water. Use it to water houseplants.

In the Bathroom
•Take a shower instead of a bath. Filling the bathtub uses about 50 gallons of water; a shower uses about 20 gallons.
•Shorten your shower to five minutes.
•Install a water-saving showerhead that uses 2.5 gallons per minute.
•Fix leaking faucets and toilets. Test for a leaking toilet by putting a few drops of food coloring in the toilet tank.

Wait a few minutes, then look in the bowl. If the food coloring has made its way there, you have a leak.
•Use a glass for rinse water when brushing teeth or shaving instead of letting the faucet run. An electric razor also

saves water.
•Think before you flush. Every eliminated flush can save between two and seven gallons of water.
•Install a low-flow toilet. Low-flow toilets need only 1.6 gallons per flush, saving thousands of gallons per year.

Unlike earlier models, low flow toilets available today receive high marks from consumers for overall performance.
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Council Minute Summary
July 
Approved consent agenda which included June 6, 2016 Council Meeting Minutes; June 20, 2016 Council Meeting Minutes; a resolution authorizing the execution, delivery and performance 
of an Installment Sale Agreement relating to the Holly Springs Parks and Recreation Authority Revenue Bond, Series 2016; a resolution authorizing the write -off of certain accounts from 
delinquent personal property taxes; a proposal from Bleakly Advisory Group to provide additional consulting services regarding the Holly Springs Tax Allocation District in an amount not 
to exceed $6,000; Human Resources Express Services Agreement between the Georgia Municipal Association, Inc. and the City of Holly Springs; Awarding the City signage refresh and 
update to MC Signs & Graphics in an amount not to exceed $4,465.30; The Web Services Sales Agreement between Revize LLC and the City of Holly Springs 

Approved MA -08 -2016, rezoning request of 53.81 + /- acres located on Highway 140, tax parcels 109, 109A, 109B, 133, 133A, 134, and 135 of tax plat 15N26, Holly Springs, GA from AG, 
Agricultural, GC, General Commercial, R -20, Single Family Residential and OI, Office /Institutional to PDR, Planned Development Residential with the following changes to Stipulation 10: 
the design shall ensure that the approximate existing normal pool level shall be maintained and in compliance with staff stipulations. 

Approved MA -09 -2016, rezoning request of 32.0 + /- acres located on Hickory Road, tax parcels 526A, 527, 527A, 528, 528A, 528B, 532, and 533 of tax plat 15N20, Holly Springs, GA 
from TND, Traditional Neighborhood Development to OI, Office /Institutional with staff stipulations. 

Approved the Project Framework Agreement (PFA) between the Georgia Department of Transportation and the City of Holly Springs for PI# 0015030 Industrial Connector Scoping Project. 

August
Approved consent agenda which included July 7, 2016 Council Meeting Minutes; July 18, 2016 Council Meeting Minutes; an ordinance to amend the Official Code of the City of Holly 
Springs; Chapter 74 - Traffic and Vehicles to create Article VIII Personal Transportation Vehicles; a resolution to amend the City of Holly Springs Municipal Services Master Fee Schedule; 
a resolution to amend the Financial Management Policy; an ordinance to set the 2016 Millage Rate pursuant to Section 6.02 of the City Charter; 2016 -2017 Annual Renewal Service 
Agreement between the Cherokee Office of Economic Development and the City of Holly Springs; ratifying the Right -of -Way Easement for 270 Crown Avenue for Sawnee Electric 
Membership Corporation; Support our Seniors Day Proclamation; A -07 -2016 annexation request of tax parcel 073 of tax map 15N15, located on East Rope Mill Road, Cherokee County, 
GA; MA -12 -2016 rezoning request of 2.2 +/- acres located on East Rope Mill Road, tax parcel 073 of tax plat 15N15, Holly Springs, GA from R -40, Single Family Residential (County) to 
LI, Light Industrial; Condemnation Order for Parcel 28 on Palm Street Sidewalk Project; Quitclaim Deeds for parcels 15N26 02713, 15N26 027D, 15N26 027E between the City of Holly 
Springs and the Holly Springs Parks and Recreation Authority; Resolution to accept the timber motor vehicle bridges in the Harmony on the Lakes subdivision for maintenance contingent 
upon a $5,000 remittance from the Harmony on the Lakes at Holly Springs Community Association, Inc. 

September
Approved consent agenda which included August 1, 2016 Council Meeting Minutes; August 15, 2016 Council Meeting Minutes; Grant of Easement, Water MeterNault for Station #3 
at Harmony on the Lakes Subdivision from the City of Holly Springs to Cherokee County Water & Sewerage Authority; a resolution to request the Cherokee Legislative Delegation to 
sponsor and submit enabling legislation to create a Community Improvement District; submission of a request for HB 170 Funds from Georgia Department of Transportation for resurfacing 
and improvements along Holly Springs Parkway; Local Maintenance & Improvement Grant (LMIG) Application for Fiscal Year 2017; Professional Services Agreement for the Industrial 
Connector Scoping Project between the City of Holly Springs and AECOM and authorize the Mayor to execute the agreement after approval by the City Manager and City Attorney; 
Extension of time to complete the Palm Street Sidewalk and Drainage Project request from Tri-Scapes, Inc.; Resolution appointing Van Cantrell to the Main Street Board to fill the unexpired 
term of Lee Wynn; the Fifth Amendment of Workforce Investment Act Contract (Number WD 1410.5) 
between the City of Holly Springs and the Atlanta Regional Commission; awarding the Browser Based Access Control System Proposal and Contract to Armor Lock & Security, Inc., in an 
amount not to exceed $23,656.50 

Approved MA -11-2016 rezoning request for 9.93+/- acres 
located on Holly Springs Parkway, tax parcel 012C of tax plat 15N15, Holly Springs, GA from GC, General Commercial to GC; General Commercial and MXD-1, Mixed Use Development 
with staff stipulations. 

Tabled the deannexation request of 0.85+/- acres located at the 
northwest intersection of Hickory Road and New Light Road, tax parcel 380, tax plat 15N20, Holly Springs.

Approved the Memorandum of Termination of Memorandum of Development Agreement between MF Georgia II, LLC and the City of Holly Springs. 

Approved awarding the P Rickman Extension & Associated Turn Lanes Project to Southeastern Site Development, Inc., in an amount not to exceed $587,989.86 
and authorize the Mayor to execute the final contract documents after approval by the City Manager and City Attorney. 

Approved a Letter of Agreement to provide engineering services for the Highway -Rail At -Grade Crossing design for Hickory Road between the City of Holly Springs and Neel -Schaffer, 
Inc., in an amount not to exceed $25,000. 

Approved awarding the Intersection Improvements on Hickory Road at Holly Springs Parkway for the relocation of Mast Arm, Controller, etc., to North Cherokee Electrical, Inc., in an amount 
not to exceed $59,042. 

9

Metro Water  
District Conservation Efforts 
Our region has a robust track record of water conservation. Since its creation in 2001, the Metro Water 
District has implemented one of the most comprehensive regional water management plans in the country 
that mandates an array of conservation initiatives, including:

• A toilet rebate program that has replaced more than 110,000 old fixtures with high-efficient models, saving
nearly a billion gallons of water a year
• A tiered pricing structure that charges higher rates the more water that is used, encouraging conservation
• Ordinances requiring all new drive-through car washes to recycle water, reducing water use per facility by
35 percent.

As a result of these and other practices, water use in the Metro Water District has dropped by more than 
10 percent since 2001, despite a population increase of more than one million. In addition, water demand 
forecasts show that the region will use 25 percent less water in 2050 than was estimated as recently as 200
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“The best advice I have ever received came from my 
good friend and mentor, Dr. Darren Surma. He told 
me to never make it about what can be done for me 
or my practice, but what I can do for my community. 
This has been my mindset since the first day I 
opened my practice. I love getting to know everyone 
and the surrounding businesses to see what I can do 
to contribute to their well-being.” – Dr. Ollie Evans 

Dr. Ollie Evans grew up in Holly Springs, and he knew he 
wanted to come back to his hometown to open his practice 
after he finished chiropractic school. He went to Sixes and 
Holly Springs Elementary schools, and Woodstock Middle and 
High schools. He says he was fortunate to meet some people 
along the way that were great mentors to him and introduced 
him to chiropractic. Those mentors have been invaluable to 
his success. “The main reason I wanted to come back to Holly 
Springs was to be able to bring health and wellness to my 
community, and to be a resource and mentor for any students 
interested in exploring fields in the medical profession,” he 
said. 

Dr. Evans understands that patients new to chiropractic may 
have questions or may not understand the process of 
chiropractic at all. “I strive to get to know each one of my 
patients and listen to their complaints and ask questions to 
identify any factors that may be contributing to their 
complaints.” He also says that he tries his best to explain 
everything to his patients without using “doctor terms” and 
make certain that his patients’ questions are answered 
thoroughly. 

Dr. Evans has an extensive background with sports and 
exercise, which has given him valuable experiences that he 
has been able to apply to his practice. Before going to 
chiropractic school, he was a personal trainer in Holly Springs. 
Sports and exercise is still a big part of his life. He is an 
assistant coach and team doctor for the Kennesaw State 
University Ice Hockey team. 

“I plan to stay in Holly Springs for a long time,” he said. “This 
has always been my home and with all the changes getting 
ready to happen in the downtown area, I am excited for what 
the future holds for Holly Springs.” He plans on adding 
another doctor to his practice within the next year and looks 
forward to the possibility of opening a bigger office to serve 
his patients. “I have been fortunate to get to know some of 
the Holly Springs elected officials, staff, and police officers and 
they have all been very welcoming and some of the nicest 
people I have ever met. I couldn’t be more excited to be a part 
of this community.” 

If you are looking to begin a chiropractic regimen, Dr. Evans is 
taking new patients. “I love coming to work every day and 
making people feel better. There are so many things people 
don’t know chiropractic can help with and I love being able to 
show them what it can do for them.” 

Holly Springs Chiropractic & Massage
101 Mountain Brook Dr. Ste.104 | Holly Springs, GA 30115 | 678-880-6616  

www.chriropractorcantonga.com 

Carswell began his tenure with the City with 26 years of public 

service behind him. Former Chief Ken Ball remembers his first 

interview with Carswell in 2009, where he says Carswell already 

had his eyes on the Agency’s top executive position. “When I asked 

Mike what his goals were in Holly Springs, he was quick to say that 

he wanted to do what he needed to do to be Chief one day. He has 

been one of the few new hires who saw the top job as the goal,” 

he said. Ball remembers many conversations over the past seven 

years where the two of them discussed what it would take for 

Carswell to be Chief one day, and Ball says that Carswell took it all 

to heart, including earning his master’s degree and most recently, 

completing the Southern Police Institute’s Administrative Officers 

Course and the Police Executive Leadership Graduate Program, an 

intense, 13-week, graduate-level program in Louisville, KY. Carswell 

is also a graduate of the Georgia Law Enforcement Command 

College and he holds a bachelor’s degree in management from 

Shorter University. 

Carswell began his career in public safety in 1983. Twenty-five of 

those years have included supervisory, managerial, command staff, 

and executive responsibilities. 

Carswell has worked with the cities of Smyrna and Marietta, where 

he was promoted to the rank of lieutenant. He worked for the 

Pickens County Sheriff’s Office immediately before he joined the 

City of Holly Springs, where he has been promoted from officer, 

to sergeant, detective sergeant, lieutenant, and captain. Carswell 

was sworn in as Deputy Chief in January of 2014. During his years 

in public safety, Carswell has managed and supervised SWAT and 

Critical Response teams, the Marietta-Smyrna Narcotics/COBRA 

Unit, as well as field and training units. 

He has earned a litany of Peace Officer Standards and Training 

(P.O.S.T) certifications, and has over 3,300 hours of additional 

P.O.S.T. training. He is also a graduate of the Public Safety Physical 

Fitness Specialist Course from the Cooper Institute in Dallas, TX. 

Carswell has surrounded himself with other like-minded 

professionals in his field. He is an active member of the Georgia 

Association of Chiefs of Police, the International Chiefs of Police, and 

Cherokee Triad-Seniors and Law Enforcement Together (S.A.L.T.).

Councilmember Dee Phillips, chair of the City’s Public Safety 

Committee, is confident that naming Chief Carswell as the Chief of 

Police is the right decision for the Holly Springs Police Department 

and the residents of Holly Springs. “He has been nothing but 

a positive force since joining the City, he has shown immense 

leadership skills, and has acquired the respect of all City employees 

and his fellow police officers,” she said.  In 2013, Carswell received 

the Bob Fuller Leadership Award, an honor awarded to him by 

his peers, to acknowledge his leadership skills and his ability to 

motivate others to excel in their duties. 

Ball echoed Councilmember Phillips’ sentiments. “Chief Carswell 

has earned the respect of the citizens of Holly Springs, as well as the 

respect of the men and women in the Agency. I firmly believe he 

will continue to be very open with the residents he serves, and will 

accept only the best from the officers that this Agency employs.”

Chief Carswell’s aspirations do not end at Chief of Police. His future 

aspirations include attending the Federal Bureau of Investigation 

National Academy. 

Passing the torch to Chief Carswell is something that former Chief 

Ball feels very comfortable doing. “I am very proud that Chief 

Carswell was the sole candidate for the Chief positon and I am very 

proud to turn over command of the Holly Springs Police Department 

to him. It has been an honor to serve with Mike and I could not be 

more pleased seeing him named as my successor,” he said.

MICHAEL R. 
CARSWELL SWORN 
IN AS THE  CITY’S 
NEWEST CHIEF OF  
POLICE 

B U S I N E S S  S P O T L I G H T
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Growth and general interest in residential and commercial developments remained steady 
throughout 2016.  While existing subdivisions have continued to build with some nearing completion, 
new properties have been zoned for single-family residential (SFR) developments within the City.  
Within the past year, the City approved the rezoning for three single-family residential 
developments. A planned development on Hickory Flat Highway is proposed to construct 160 
residential units with a commercial component located adjacent to the road.  Another development 
at the intersection of Stringer Road and Hickory Road will add 108 residential units.  Approximately 
45 residential units with an area set aside for commercial development is proposed for property 
located on Holly Springs Parkway. 

The number of single-family residential building permits issued remained consistent with the growth 
from the previous two years.   Current numbers (through October 31, 2016) show 162 single family 
detached homes have been permitted.  2015 ended with 163 permits for single-family homes while 
2014 ended with 159.   2016 should finish with numbers above the average for the previous two 
years.

In addition to the single-family detached houses being permitted, the City has also issued 13 
building permits for townhomes and the final three apartment buildings were permitted and 
constructed for Harbor Creek apartments.  

Commercial development has increased on both the north and the south ends of the city.  The 
Nissan dealership began construction this year and is located on Holly Springs Parkway in front of 
Harbor Creek Apartments.   On the southern end of the City, at the intersection of Holly Springs 
Parkway and Sixes Road, construction of two buildings for the location of AT&T, Starbucks, and Taco 
Bell are nearing completion.

Development within Cherokee County has 
increased tremendously since the downturn in 
the economy.  Reviewing single-family 
residential permits for Holly Springs, as well as 
Canton, Woodstock, and unincorporated 
Cherokee County from 2011 through 2016 
depicts a vastly different picture from the most 
recent recession.  In 2011, the total number of 
single-family residential permits issued for the 
four jurisdictions totaled to 452.  In contrast, 
through October 31 of this year, 1,748 permits 
have been issued during 2016, representing an 
increase of 287%.  Single-family residential 
permit numbers for each of the jurisdictions 
are shown in the table. 

Since 2011, of the 7,623 single-family 
permits issued in the County and its 
cities, Holly Springs issued 
approximately 9%, while Canton and 
Woodstock accounted for 15% and 
21%, respectively.  Unincorporated 
Cherokee County was responsible for 
approximately 55% of the permits 
issued since 2011.  

2016  Year End Recap
Community Development

Winter_2017.indd   6 12/8/16   5:03 PM

6 7

Growth and general interest in residential and commercial developments remained steady 
throughout 2016.  While existing subdivisions have continued to build with some nearing completion, 
new properties have been zoned for single-family residential (SFR) developments within the City.  
Within the past year, the City approved the rezoning for three single-family residential 
developments. A planned development on Hickory Flat Highway is proposed to construct 160 
residential units with a commercial component located adjacent to the road.  Another development 
at the intersection of Stringer Road and Hickory Road will add 108 residential units.  Approximately 
45 residential units with an area set aside for commercial development is proposed for property 
located on Holly Springs Parkway. 

The number of single-family residential building permits issued remained consistent with the growth 
from the previous two years.   Current numbers (through October 31, 2016) show 162 single family 
detached homes have been permitted.  2015 ended with 163 permits for single-family homes while 
2014 ended with 159.   2016 should finish with numbers above the average for the previous two 
years.

In addition to the single-family detached houses being permitted, the City has also issued 13 
building permits for townhomes and the final three apartment buildings were permitted and 
constructed for Harbor Creek apartments.  

Commercial development has increased on both the north and the south ends of the city.  The 
Nissan dealership began construction this year and is located on Holly Springs Parkway in front of 
Harbor Creek Apartments.   On the southern end of the City, at the intersection of Holly Springs 
Parkway and Sixes Road, construction of two buildings for the location of AT&T, Starbucks, and Taco 
Bell are nearing completion.

Development within Cherokee County has 
increased tremendously since the downturn in 
the economy.  Reviewing single-family 
residential permits for Holly Springs, as well as 
Canton, Woodstock, and unincorporated 
Cherokee County from 2011 through 2016 
depicts a vastly different picture from the most 
recent recession.  In 2011, the total number of 
single-family residential permits issued for the 
four jurisdictions totaled to 452.  In contrast, 
through October 31 of this year, 1,748 permits 
have been issued during 2016, representing an 
increase of 287%.  Single-family residential 
permit numbers for each of the jurisdictions 
are shown in the table. 

Since 2011, of the 7,623 single-family 
permits issued in the County and its 
cities, Holly Springs issued 
approximately 9%, while Canton and 
Woodstock accounted for 15% and 
21%, respectively.  Unincorporated 
Cherokee County was responsible for 
approximately 55% of the permits 
issued since 2011.  

2016  Year End Recap
Community Development

Winter_2017.indd   6 12/8/16   5:03 PM



6 7

Growth and general interest in residential and commercial developments remained steady 
throughout 2016.  While existing subdivisions have continued to build with some nearing completion, 
new properties have been zoned for single-family residential (SFR) developments within the City.  
Within the past year, the City approved the rezoning for three single-family residential 
developments. A planned development on Hickory Flat Highway is proposed to construct 160 
residential units with a commercial component located adjacent to the road.  Another development 
at the intersection of Stringer Road and Hickory Road will add 108 residential units.  Approximately 
45 residential units with an area set aside for commercial development is proposed for property 
located on Holly Springs Parkway. 

The number of single-family residential building permits issued remained consistent with the growth 
from the previous two years.   Current numbers (through October 31, 2016) show 162 single family 
detached homes have been permitted.  2015 ended with 163 permits for single-family homes while 
2014 ended with 159.   2016 should finish with numbers above the average for the previous two 
years.

In addition to the single-family detached houses being permitted, the City has also issued 13 
building permits for townhomes and the final three apartment buildings were permitted and 
constructed for Harbor Creek apartments.  

Commercial development has increased on both the north and the south ends of the city.  The 
Nissan dealership began construction this year and is located on Holly Springs Parkway in front of 
Harbor Creek Apartments.   On the southern end of the City, at the intersection of Holly Springs 
Parkway and Sixes Road, construction of two buildings for the location of AT&T, Starbucks, and Taco 
Bell are nearing completion.

Development within Cherokee County has 
increased tremendously since the downturn in 
the economy.  Reviewing single-family 
residential permits for Holly Springs, as well as 
Canton, Woodstock, and unincorporated 
Cherokee County from 2011 through 2016 
depicts a vastly different picture from the most 
recent recession.  In 2011, the total number of 
single-family residential permits issued for the 
four jurisdictions totaled to 452.  In contrast, 
through October 31 of this year, 1,748 permits 
have been issued during 2016, representing an 
increase of 287%.  Single-family residential 
permit numbers for each of the jurisdictions 
are shown in the table. 

Since 2011, of the 7,623 single-family 
permits issued in the County and its 
cities, Holly Springs issued 
approximately 9%, while Canton and 
Woodstock accounted for 15% and 
21%, respectively.  Unincorporated 
Cherokee County was responsible for 
approximately 55% of the permits 
issued since 2011.  

2016  Year End Recap
Community Development

Winter_2017.indd   6 12/8/16   5:03 PM

6 7

Growth and general interest in residential and commercial developments remained steady 
throughout 2016.  While existing subdivisions have continued to build with some nearing completion, 
new properties have been zoned for single-family residential (SFR) developments within the City.  
Within the past year, the City approved the rezoning for three single-family residential 
developments. A planned development on Hickory Flat Highway is proposed to construct 160 
residential units with a commercial component located adjacent to the road.  Another development 
at the intersection of Stringer Road and Hickory Road will add 108 residential units.  Approximately 
45 residential units with an area set aside for commercial development is proposed for property 
located on Holly Springs Parkway. 

The number of single-family residential building permits issued remained consistent with the growth 
from the previous two years.   Current numbers (through October 31, 2016) show 162 single family 
detached homes have been permitted.  2015 ended with 163 permits for single-family homes while 
2014 ended with 159.   2016 should finish with numbers above the average for the previous two 
years.

In addition to the single-family detached houses being permitted, the City has also issued 13 
building permits for townhomes and the final three apartment buildings were permitted and 
constructed for Harbor Creek apartments.  

Commercial development has increased on both the north and the south ends of the city.  The 
Nissan dealership began construction this year and is located on Holly Springs Parkway in front of 
Harbor Creek Apartments.   On the southern end of the City, at the intersection of Holly Springs 
Parkway and Sixes Road, construction of two buildings for the location of AT&T, Starbucks, and Taco 
Bell are nearing completion.

Development within Cherokee County has 
increased tremendously since the downturn in 
the economy.  Reviewing single-family 
residential permits for Holly Springs, as well as 
Canton, Woodstock, and unincorporated 
Cherokee County from 2011 through 2016 
depicts a vastly different picture from the most 
recent recession.  In 2011, the total number of 
single-family residential permits issued for the 
four jurisdictions totaled to 452.  In contrast, 
through October 31 of this year, 1,748 permits 
have been issued during 2016, representing an 
increase of 287%.  Single-family residential 
permit numbers for each of the jurisdictions 
are shown in the table. 

Since 2011, of the 7,623 single-family 
permits issued in the County and its 
cities, Holly Springs issued 
approximately 9%, while Canton and 
Woodstock accounted for 15% and 
21%, respectively.  Unincorporated 
Cherokee County was responsible for 
approximately 55% of the permits 
issued since 2011.  

2016  Year End Recap
Community Development

Winter_2017.indd   6 12/8/16   5:03 PM

6 7

Growth and general interest in residential and commercial developments remained steady 
throughout 2016.  While existing subdivisions have continued to build with some nearing completion, 
new properties have been zoned for single-family residential (SFR) developments within the City.  
Within the past year, the City approved the rezoning for three single-family residential 
developments. A planned development on Hickory Flat Highway is proposed to construct 160 
residential units with a commercial component located adjacent to the road.  Another development 
at the intersection of Stringer Road and Hickory Road will add 108 residential units.  Approximately 
45 residential units with an area set aside for commercial development is proposed for property 
located on Holly Springs Parkway. 

The number of single-family residential building permits issued remained consistent with the growth 
from the previous two years.   Current numbers (through October 31, 2016) show 162 single family 
detached homes have been permitted.  2015 ended with 163 permits for single-family homes while 
2014 ended with 159.   2016 should finish with numbers above the average for the previous two 
years.

In addition to the single-family detached houses being permitted, the City has also issued 13 
building permits for townhomes and the final three apartment buildings were permitted and 
constructed for Harbor Creek apartments.  

Commercial development has increased on both the north and the south ends of the city.  The 
Nissan dealership began construction this year and is located on Holly Springs Parkway in front of 
Harbor Creek Apartments.   On the southern end of the City, at the intersection of Holly Springs 
Parkway and Sixes Road, construction of two buildings for the location of AT&T, Starbucks, and Taco 
Bell are nearing completion.

Development within Cherokee County has 
increased tremendously since the downturn in 
the economy.  Reviewing single-family 
residential permits for Holly Springs, as well as 
Canton, Woodstock, and unincorporated 
Cherokee County from 2011 through 2016 
depicts a vastly different picture from the most 
recent recession.  In 2011, the total number of 
single-family residential permits issued for the 
four jurisdictions totaled to 452.  In contrast, 
through October 31 of this year, 1,748 permits 
have been issued during 2016, representing an 
increase of 287%.  Single-family residential 
permit numbers for each of the jurisdictions 
are shown in the table. 

Since 2011, of the 7,623 single-family 
permits issued in the County and its 
cities, Holly Springs issued 
approximately 9%, while Canton and 
Woodstock accounted for 15% and 
21%, respectively.  Unincorporated 
Cherokee County was responsible for 
approximately 55% of the permits 
issued since 2011.  

2016  Year End Recap
Community Development

Winter_2017.indd   6 12/8/16   5:03 PM

6 7

Growth and general interest in residential and commercial developments remained steady 
throughout 2016.  While existing subdivisions have continued to build with some nearing completion, 
new properties have been zoned for single-family residential (SFR) developments within the City.  
Within the past year, the City approved the rezoning for three single-family residential 
developments. A planned development on Hickory Flat Highway is proposed to construct 160 
residential units with a commercial component located adjacent to the road.  Another development 
at the intersection of Stringer Road and Hickory Road will add 108 residential units.  Approximately 
45 residential units with an area set aside for commercial development is proposed for property 
located on Holly Springs Parkway. 

The number of single-family residential building permits issued remained consistent with the growth 
from the previous two years.   Current numbers (through October 31, 2016) show 162 single family 
detached homes have been permitted.  2015 ended with 163 permits for single-family homes while 
2014 ended with 159.   2016 should finish with numbers above the average for the previous two 
years.

In addition to the single-family detached houses being permitted, the City has also issued 13 
building permits for townhomes and the final three apartment buildings were permitted and 
constructed for Harbor Creek apartments.  

Commercial development has increased on both the north and the south ends of the city.  The 
Nissan dealership began construction this year and is located on Holly Springs Parkway in front of 
Harbor Creek Apartments.   On the southern end of the City, at the intersection of Holly Springs 
Parkway and Sixes Road, construction of two buildings for the location of AT&T, Starbucks, and Taco 
Bell are nearing completion.

Development within Cherokee County has 
increased tremendously since the downturn in 
the economy.  Reviewing single-family 
residential permits for Holly Springs, as well as 
Canton, Woodstock, and unincorporated 
Cherokee County from 2011 through 2016 
depicts a vastly different picture from the most 
recent recession.  In 2011, the total number of 
single-family residential permits issued for the 
four jurisdictions totaled to 452.  In contrast, 
through October 31 of this year, 1,748 permits 
have been issued during 2016, representing an 
increase of 287%.  Single-family residential 
permit numbers for each of the jurisdictions 
are shown in the table. 

Since 2011, of the 7,623 single-family 
permits issued in the County and its 
cities, Holly Springs issued 
approximately 9%, while Canton and 
Woodstock accounted for 15% and 
21%, respectively.  Unincorporated 
Cherokee County was responsible for 
approximately 55% of the permits 
issued since 2011.  

2016  Year End Recap
Community Development

Winter_2017.indd   6 12/8/16   5:03 PM



4

Council Minute Summary
July 
Approved consent agenda which included June 6, 2016 Council Meeting Minutes; June 20, 2016 Council Meeting Minutes; a resolution authorizing the execution, delivery and performance 
of an Installment Sale Agreement relating to the Holly Springs Parks and Recreation Authority Revenue Bond, Series 2016; a resolution authorizing the write -off of certain accounts from 
delinquent personal property taxes; a proposal from Bleakly Advisory Group to provide additional consulting services regarding the Holly Springs Tax Allocation District in an amount not 
to exceed $6,000; Human Resources Express Services Agreement between the Georgia Municipal Association, Inc. and the City of Holly Springs; Awarding the City signage refresh and 
update to MC Signs & Graphics in an amount not to exceed $4,465.30; The Web Services Sales Agreement between Revize LLC and the City of Holly Springs 

Approved MA -08 -2016, rezoning request of 53.81 + /- acres located on Highway 140, tax parcels 109, 109A, 109B, 133, 133A, 134, and 135 of tax plat 15N26, Holly Springs, GA from AG, 
Agricultural, GC, General Commercial, R -20, Single Family Residential and OI, Office /Institutional to PDR, Planned Development Residential with the following changes to Stipulation 10: 
the design shall ensure that the approximate existing normal pool level shall be maintained and in compliance with staff stipulations. 

Approved MA -09 -2016, rezoning request of 32.0 + /- acres located on Hickory Road, tax parcels 526A, 527, 527A, 528, 528A, 528B, 532, and 533 of tax plat 15N20, Holly Springs, GA 
from TND, Traditional Neighborhood Development to OI, Office /Institutional with staff stipulations. 

Approved the Project Framework Agreement (PFA) between the Georgia Department of Transportation and the City of Holly Springs for PI# 0015030 Industrial Connector Scoping Project. 

August
Approved consent agenda which included July 7, 2016 Council Meeting Minutes; July 18, 2016 Council Meeting Minutes; an ordinance to amend the Official Code of the City of Holly 
Springs; Chapter 74 - Traffic and Vehicles to create Article VIII Personal Transportation Vehicles; a resolution to amend the City of Holly Springs Municipal Services Master Fee Schedule; 
a resolution to amend the Financial Management Policy; an ordinance to set the 2016 Millage Rate pursuant to Section 6.02 of the City Charter; 2016 -2017 Annual Renewal Service 
Agreement between the Cherokee Office of Economic Development and the City of Holly Springs; ratifying the Right -of -Way Easement for 270 Crown Avenue for Sawnee Electric 
Membership Corporation; Support our Seniors Day Proclamation; A -07 -2016 annexation request of tax parcel 073 of tax map 15N15, located on East Rope Mill Road, Cherokee County, 
GA; MA -12 -2016 rezoning request of 2.2 +/- acres located on East Rope Mill Road, tax parcel 073 of tax plat 15N15, Holly Springs, GA from R -40, Single Family Residential (County) to 
LI, Light Industrial; Condemnation Order for Parcel 28 on Palm Street Sidewalk Project; Quitclaim Deeds for parcels 15N26 02713, 15N26 027D, 15N26 027E between the City of Holly 
Springs and the Holly Springs Parks and Recreation Authority; Resolution to accept the timber motor vehicle bridges in the Harmony on the Lakes subdivision for maintenance contingent 
upon a $5,000 remittance from the Harmony on the Lakes at Holly Springs Community Association, Inc. 

September
Approved consent agenda which included August 1, 2016 Council Meeting Minutes; August 15, 2016 Council Meeting Minutes; Grant of Easement, Water MeterNault for Station #3 
at Harmony on the Lakes Subdivision from the City of Holly Springs to Cherokee County Water & Sewerage Authority; a resolution to request the Cherokee Legislative Delegation to 
sponsor and submit enabling legislation to create a Community Improvement District; submission of a request for HB 170 Funds from Georgia Department of Transportation for resurfacing 
and improvements along Holly Springs Parkway; Local Maintenance & Improvement Grant (LMIG) Application for Fiscal Year 2017; Professional Services Agreement for the Industrial 
Connector Scoping Project between the City of Holly Springs and AECOM and authorize the Mayor to execute the agreement after approval by the City Manager and City Attorney; 
Extension of time to complete the Palm Street Sidewalk and Drainage Project request from Tri-Scapes, Inc.; Resolution appointing Van Cantrell to the Main Street Board to fill the unexpired 
term of Lee Wynn; the Fifth Amendment of Workforce Investment Act Contract (Number WD 1410.5) 
between the City of Holly Springs and the Atlanta Regional Commission; awarding the Browser Based Access Control System Proposal and Contract to Armor Lock & Security, Inc., in an 
amount not to exceed $23,656.50 

Approved MA -11-2016 rezoning request for 9.93+/- acres 
located on Holly Springs Parkway, tax parcel 012C of tax plat 15N15, Holly Springs, GA from GC, General Commercial to GC; General Commercial and MXD-1, Mixed Use Development 
with staff stipulations. 

Tabled the deannexation request of 0.85+/- acres located at the 
northwest intersection of Hickory Road and New Light Road, tax parcel 380, tax plat 15N20, Holly Springs.

Approved the Memorandum of Termination of Memorandum of Development Agreement between MF Georgia II, LLC and the City of Holly Springs. 

Approved awarding the P Rickman Extension & Associated Turn Lanes Project to Southeastern Site Development, Inc., in an amount not to exceed $587,989.86 
and authorize the Mayor to execute the final contract documents after approval by the City Manager and City Attorney. 

Approved a Letter of Agreement to provide engineering services for the Highway -Rail At -Grade Crossing design for Hickory Road between the City of Holly Springs and Neel -Schaffer, 
Inc., in an amount not to exceed $25,000. 

Approved awarding the Intersection Improvements on Hickory Road at Holly Springs Parkway for the relocation of Mast Arm, Controller, etc., to North Cherokee Electrical, Inc., in an amount 
not to exceed $59,042. 

9

Metro Water  
District Conservation Efforts 
Our region has a robust track record of water conservation. Since its creation in 2001, the Metro Water 
District has implemented one of the most comprehensive regional water management plans in the country 
that mandates an array of conservation initiatives, including:

• A toilet rebate program that has replaced more than 110,000 old fixtures with high-efficient models, saving
nearly a billion gallons of water a year
• A tiered pricing structure that charges higher rates the more water that is used, encouraging conservation
• Ordinances requiring all new drive-through car washes to recycle water, reducing water use per facility by
35 percent.

As a result of these and other practices, water use in the Metro Water District has dropped by more than 
10 percent since 2001, despite a population increase of more than one million. In addition, water demand 
forecasts show that the region will use 25 percent less water in 2050 than was estimated as recently as 200
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“The best advice I have ever received came from my 
good friend and mentor, Dr. Darren Surma. He told 
me to never make it about what can be done for me 
or my practice, but what I can do for my community. 
This has been my mindset since the first day I 
opened my practice. I love getting to know everyone 
and the surrounding businesses to see what I can do 
to contribute to their well-being.” – Dr. Ollie Evans 

Dr. Ollie Evans grew up in Holly Springs, and he knew he 
wanted to come back to his hometown to open his practice 
after he finished chiropractic school. He went to Sixes and 
Holly Springs Elementary schools, and Woodstock Middle and 
High schools. He says he was fortunate to meet some people 
along the way that were great mentors to him and introduced 
him to chiropractic. Those mentors have been invaluable to 
his success. “The main reason I wanted to come back to Holly 
Springs was to be able to bring health and wellness to my 
community, and to be a resource and mentor for any students 
interested in exploring fields in the medical profession,” he 
said. 

Dr. Evans understands that patients new to chiropractic may 
have questions or may not understand the process of 
chiropractic at all. “I strive to get to know each one of my 
patients and listen to their complaints and ask questions to 
identify any factors that may be contributing to their 
complaints.” He also says that he tries his best to explain 
everything to his patients without using “doctor terms” and 
make certain that his patients’ questions are answered 
thoroughly. 

Dr. Evans has an extensive background with sports and 
exercise, which has given him valuable experiences that he 
has been able to apply to his practice. Before going to 
chiropractic school, he was a personal trainer in Holly Springs. 
Sports and exercise is still a big part of his life. He is an 
assistant coach and team doctor for the Kennesaw State 
University Ice Hockey team. 

“I plan to stay in Holly Springs for a long time,” he said. “This 
has always been my home and with all the changes getting 
ready to happen in the downtown area, I am excited for what 
the future holds for Holly Springs.” He plans on adding 
another doctor to his practice within the next year and looks 
forward to the possibility of opening a bigger office to serve 
his patients. “I have been fortunate to get to know some of 
the Holly Springs elected officials, staff, and police officers and 
they have all been very welcoming and some of the nicest 
people I have ever met. I couldn’t be more excited to be a part 
of this community.” 

If you are looking to begin a chiropractic regimen, Dr. Evans is 
taking new patients. “I love coming to work every day and 
making people feel better. There are so many things people 
don’t know chiropractic can help with and I love being able to 
show them what it can do for them.” 

Holly Springs Chiropractic & Massage
101 Mountain Brook Dr. Ste.104 | Holly Springs, GA 30115 | 678-880-6616  

www.chriropractorcantonga.com 

Carswell began his tenure with the City with 26 years of public 

service behind him. Former Chief Ken Ball remembers his first 

interview with Carswell in 2009, where he says Carswell already 

had his eyes on the Agency’s top executive position. “When I asked 

Mike what his goals were in Holly Springs, he was quick to say that 

he wanted to do what he needed to do to be Chief one day. He has 

been one of the few new hires who saw the top job as the goal,” 

he said. Ball remembers many conversations over the past seven 

years where the two of them discussed what it would take for 

Carswell to be Chief one day, and Ball says that Carswell took it all 

to heart, including earning his master’s degree and most recently, 

completing the Southern Police Institute’s Administrative Officers 

Course and the Police Executive Leadership Graduate Program, an 

intense, 13-week, graduate-level program in Louisville, KY. Carswell 

is also a graduate of the Georgia Law Enforcement Command 

College and he holds a bachelor’s degree in management from 

Shorter University. 

Carswell began his career in public safety in 1983. Twenty-five of 

those years have included supervisory, managerial, command staff, 

and executive responsibilities. 

Carswell has worked with the cities of Smyrna and Marietta, where 

he was promoted to the rank of lieutenant. He worked for the 

Pickens County Sheriff’s Office immediately before he joined the 

City of Holly Springs, where he has been promoted from officer, 

to sergeant, detective sergeant, lieutenant, and captain. Carswell 

was sworn in as Deputy Chief in January of 2014. During his years 

in public safety, Carswell has managed and supervised SWAT and 

Critical Response teams, the Marietta-Smyrna Narcotics/COBRA 

Unit, as well as field and training units. 

He has earned a litany of Peace Officer Standards and Training 

(P.O.S.T) certifications, and has over 3,300 hours of additional 

P.O.S.T. training. He is also a graduate of the Public Safety Physical 

Fitness Specialist Course from the Cooper Institute in Dallas, TX. 

Carswell has surrounded himself with other like-minded 

professionals in his field. He is an active member of the Georgia 

Association of Chiefs of Police, the International Chiefs of Police, and 

Cherokee Triad-Seniors and Law Enforcement Together (S.A.L.T.).

Councilmember Dee Phillips, chair of the City’s Public Safety 

Committee, is confident that naming Chief Carswell as the Chief of 

Police is the right decision for the Holly Springs Police Department 

and the residents of Holly Springs. “He has been nothing but 

a positive force since joining the City, he has shown immense 

leadership skills, and has acquired the respect of all City employees 

and his fellow police officers,” she said.  In 2013, Carswell received 

the Bob Fuller Leadership Award, an honor awarded to him by 

his peers, to acknowledge his leadership skills and his ability to 

motivate others to excel in their duties. 

Ball echoed Councilmember Phillips’ sentiments. “Chief Carswell 

has earned the respect of the citizens of Holly Springs, as well as the 

respect of the men and women in the Agency. I firmly believe he 

will continue to be very open with the residents he serves, and will 

accept only the best from the officers that this Agency employs.”

Chief Carswell’s aspirations do not end at Chief of Police. His future 

aspirations include attending the Federal Bureau of Investigation 

National Academy. 

Passing the torch to Chief Carswell is something that former Chief 

Ball feels very comfortable doing. “I am very proud that Chief 

Carswell was the sole candidate for the Chief positon and I am very 

proud to turn over command of the Holly Springs Police Department 

to him. It has been an honor to serve with Mike and I could not be 

more pleased seeing him named as my successor,” he said.

MICHAEL R. 
CARSWELL SWORN 
IN AS THE  CITY’S 
NEWEST CHIEF OF  
POLICE 

B U S I N E S S  S P O T L I G H T
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Council Minute Summary
July 
Approved consent agenda which included June 6, 2016 Council Meeting Minutes; June 20, 2016 Council Meeting Minutes; a resolution authorizing the execution, delivery and performance 
of an Installment Sale Agreement relating to the Holly Springs Parks and Recreation Authority Revenue Bond, Series 2016; a resolution authorizing the write -off of certain accounts from 
delinquent personal property taxes; a proposal from Bleakly Advisory Group to provide additional consulting services regarding the Holly Springs Tax Allocation District in an amount not 
to exceed $6,000; Human Resources Express Services Agreement between the Georgia Municipal Association, Inc. and the City of Holly Springs; Awarding the City signage refresh and 
update to MC Signs & Graphics in an amount not to exceed $4,465.30; The Web Services Sales Agreement between Revize LLC and the City of Holly Springs 

Approved MA -08 -2016, rezoning request of 53.81 + /- acres located on Highway 140, tax parcels 109, 109A, 109B, 133, 133A, 134, and 135 of tax plat 15N26, Holly Springs, GA from AG, 
Agricultural, GC, General Commercial, R -20, Single Family Residential and OI, Office /Institutional to PDR, Planned Development Residential with the following changes to Stipulation 10: 
the design shall ensure that the approximate existing normal pool level shall be maintained and in compliance with staff stipulations. 

Approved MA -09 -2016, rezoning request of 32.0 + /- acres located on Hickory Road, tax parcels 526A, 527, 527A, 528, 528A, 528B, 532, and 533 of tax plat 15N20, Holly Springs, GA 
from TND, Traditional Neighborhood Development to OI, Office /Institutional with staff stipulations. 

Approved the Project Framework Agreement (PFA) between the Georgia Department of Transportation and the City of Holly Springs for PI# 0015030 Industrial Connector Scoping Project. 

August
Approved consent agenda which included July 7, 2016 Council Meeting Minutes; July 18, 2016 Council Meeting Minutes; an ordinance to amend the Official Code of the City of Holly 
Springs; Chapter 74 - Traffic and Vehicles to create Article VIII Personal Transportation Vehicles; a resolution to amend the City of Holly Springs Municipal Services Master Fee Schedule; 
a resolution to amend the Financial Management Policy; an ordinance to set the 2016 Millage Rate pursuant to Section 6.02 of the City Charter; 2016 -2017 Annual Renewal Service 
Agreement between the Cherokee Office of Economic Development and the City of Holly Springs; ratifying the Right -of -Way Easement for 270 Crown Avenue for Sawnee Electric 
Membership Corporation; Support our Seniors Day Proclamation; A -07 -2016 annexation request of tax parcel 073 of tax map 15N15, located on East Rope Mill Road, Cherokee County, 
GA; MA -12 -2016 rezoning request of 2.2 +/- acres located on East Rope Mill Road, tax parcel 073 of tax plat 15N15, Holly Springs, GA from R -40, Single Family Residential (County) to 
LI, Light Industrial; Condemnation Order for Parcel 28 on Palm Street Sidewalk Project; Quitclaim Deeds for parcels 15N26 02713, 15N26 027D, 15N26 027E between the City of Holly 
Springs and the Holly Springs Parks and Recreation Authority; Resolution to accept the timber motor vehicle bridges in the Harmony on the Lakes subdivision for maintenance contingent 
upon a $5,000 remittance from the Harmony on the Lakes at Holly Springs Community Association, Inc. 

September
Approved consent agenda which included August 1, 2016 Council Meeting Minutes; August 15, 2016 Council Meeting Minutes; Grant of Easement, Water MeterNault for Station #3 
at Harmony on the Lakes Subdivision from the City of Holly Springs to Cherokee County Water & Sewerage Authority; a resolution to request the Cherokee Legislative Delegation to 
sponsor and submit enabling legislation to create a Community Improvement District; submission of a request for HB 170 Funds from Georgia Department of Transportation for resurfacing 
and improvements along Holly Springs Parkway; Local Maintenance & Improvement Grant (LMIG) Application for Fiscal Year 2017; Professional Services Agreement for the Industrial 
Connector Scoping Project between the City of Holly Springs and AECOM and authorize the Mayor to execute the agreement after approval by the City Manager and City Attorney; 
Extension of time to complete the Palm Street Sidewalk and Drainage Project request from Tri-Scapes, Inc.; Resolution appointing Van Cantrell to the Main Street Board to fill the unexpired 
term of Lee Wynn; the Fifth Amendment of Workforce Investment Act Contract (Number WD 1410.5) 
between the City of Holly Springs and the Atlanta Regional Commission; awarding the Browser Based Access Control System Proposal and Contract to Armor Lock & Security, Inc., in an 
amount not to exceed $23,656.50 

Approved MA -11-2016 rezoning request for 9.93+/- acres 
located on Holly Springs Parkway, tax parcel 012C of tax plat 15N15, Holly Springs, GA from GC, General Commercial to GC; General Commercial and MXD-1, Mixed Use Development 
with staff stipulations. 

Tabled the deannexation request of 0.85+/- acres located at the 
northwest intersection of Hickory Road and New Light Road, tax parcel 380, tax plat 15N20, Holly Springs.

Approved the Memorandum of Termination of Memorandum of Development Agreement between MF Georgia II, LLC and the City of Holly Springs. 

Approved awarding the P Rickman Extension & Associated Turn Lanes Project to Southeastern Site Development, Inc., in an amount not to exceed $587,989.86 
and authorize the Mayor to execute the final contract documents after approval by the City Manager and City Attorney. 

Approved a Letter of Agreement to provide engineering services for the Highway -Rail At -Grade Crossing design for Hickory Road between the City of Holly Springs and Neel -Schaffer, 
Inc., in an amount not to exceed $25,000. 

Approved awarding the Intersection Improvements on Hickory Road at Holly Springs Parkway for the relocation of Mast Arm, Controller, etc., to North Cherokee Electrical, Inc., in an amount 
not to exceed $59,042. 

9

Metro Water  
District Conservation Efforts 
Our region has a robust track record of water conservation. Since its creation in 2001, the Metro Water 
District has implemented one of the most comprehensive regional water management plans in the country 
that mandates an array of conservation initiatives, including:

• A toilet rebate program that has replaced more than 110,000 old fixtures with high-efficient models, saving
nearly a billion gallons of water a year
• A tiered pricing structure that charges higher rates the more water that is used, encouraging conservation
• Ordinances requiring all new drive-through car washes to recycle water, reducing water use per facility by
35 percent.

As a result of these and other practices, water use in the Metro Water District has dropped by more than 
10 percent since 2001, despite a population increase of more than one million. In addition, water demand 
forecasts show that the region will use 25 percent less water in 2050 than was estimated as recently as 200

Winter_2017.indd   4 12/8/16   5:03 PM



10 3

Visit us online at www.hollyspringsga.us 
for updates, calendar of special events and news about our City

Upcoming Meetings

CITY COUNCIL*
Meets at 7:00 p.m. 
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

January 19th 
February 27th 
March 20th

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
Meets at 6:00 p.m. 
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

January 12th 
February 9th
March 9th

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
Meets at 6:00 p.m.
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

January 18th

MAIN STREET BOARD  
Meets at 6:00 p.m. 
Held at Holly Springs Public Safety Building

January 24th 
February 28th 
March 28th

*Holly Springs Work Sessions are held the 1st

Monday of each month.

Georgia’s Environmental Protection Division recently declared a Level 2 
drought response for Metro Atlanta as severe drought conditions 
have extended into the fall. Between March and October, about 20 
inches of rain fell in Atlanta, nearly 13 inches below average.

Experts predict dry, warm weather is likely to persist through the 
winter. This might be the beginning of a multiyear drought and we 
should conserve our water resources accordingly.

We all must do our part to use water wisely.

Level 2 Drought Response – 
Residential Fact Sheet

• Only as needed, up to Twice a week (even addresses
and sites with no numbered address on Wednesday or Saturday
and odd addresses on Thursday or Sunday)

• Only during the hours of 4 pm and 10 am

Outdoor Watering Restrictions for 
lawns, gardens and trees

What’s NOT Allowed 
» Washing streets, gutters, sidewalks and driveways
» Ornamental uses, such as fountains and waterfalls
» Washing vehicles (cars, boats, etc.) at home
» Non-commercial washing or pressure washing
» Charity, or non-commercial fund-raiser, car washes

What’s Allowed* 
» Irrigation of personal food gardens
» Irrigation of new and replanted seed, turf or plants for

a period of 30 days following installation
» Watering with drip irrigation or soaker hose
» Hand watering, including hoses with shut-off nozzle
» Use of water withdrawn from private water wells

*Not subject to the 4 pm to 10 am or twice a week restrictions

Only water as needed. In the fall and winter months, outdoor plants need less water. Water when plants show signs of distress (curling, wilting, graying foliage).

Water Conservation Tips
» Check and repair leaks inside and outside the home.
» Shorten showers and turn off water when shaving or

brushing teeth.
» Fill dishwashers and washing machines. Make sure

there is a full load every time.
» Replace older toilets and shower heads with high

efficiency models. If your home was built before 1993,
you may qualify for a toilet rebate.

» Choose efficient appliances. Look for EPA WaterSense
and ENERGY STAR labeled products when shopping
for new appliances and fixtures.

» Scrape dishes before washing them. Avoid using the
garbage disposal. It wastes a lot of water and can
contribute to pipe clogs.

Find more conservation tips at mydropcounts.org

D0 Abnormally Dry

D1 Moderate Drought

D2 Severe Drought

D3 Extreme Drought

D4 Exceptional Drought

Intensity:

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

ODD EVEN ODD EVEN

State of Georgia Drought Conditions*

* As of November 8, 2016.

Metropolitan North Georgia Water Planning District  |  40 Courtland Street, NE  |  Atlanta, GA 30303  |  www.northgeorgiawater.org

For current drought conditions and drought response 
information specific to your city or county visit 
northgeorgiawater.org/drought-status/
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A big congratulations to Mayor 
Pro Tem Michael R. Zenchuk II 
for not only completing the 
Cherokee County Chamber of 
Commerce’s 2016 Leadership 
Cherokee Class, but also for 
receiving the Cristal Stancil 
Leadership Award! This award 
was created in recognition of 
Cristal’s commitment to 
Leadership Cherokee. It is with 
extreme pride that the Steering 
Committee presents the Cristal 
Stancil Leadership Award to a 
member of each year’s class 
who exhibits the true qualities 
of a leader. Please join us in 
congratulating Mayor Pro Tem 
Zenchuk for receiving this honor. 

City Hall | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5536
City Manager...................................................Rob Logan
City Clerk.........................................................Karen Norred
Financial Services Representative ..................Denise Lamazares
Information Technology Technician................Ron Carter
Main Street Director........................................Erin Honea

Municipal Court | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5538
Court Clerk.......................................................Whitney Dickens

Police | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5537
Police Chief......................................................Mike Carswell
Deputy Chief....................................................Tommy Kehely
Code Enforcement Officer...............................Jeff Lance

Community Development | Main Phone Line: 770-345-5533
Community Development Director...................Nancy Moon
Building Inspector.............................................Eddie Nolan
Building Inspector.............................................Jake Dudley
Stormwater Coordinator...................................Josh Rogers
Community Development Technician...............Becky Bruce

Public Works / Main Phone Line: 770-345-5536
Public Works Supervisor....................................Alex Gray
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Congratulations to the Yard of the Month winners!
Thank you for the time and effort you put into making Holly Springs a more beautiful place to live. 

Yards of the Month
TOMMY KEHELEY NAMED DEPUTY CHIEF OF POLICE 
The City of Holly Springs swore in Tommy L. Keheley as their newest Deputy Chief of 
Police on December 2, 2016. 
Keheley comes to the City with over 45 years of experience in law enforcement 
and 25 concurrent years in the military. Most recently, he worked as an investigator 
with the Georgia Peace Officer Standards and Training (POST) Council, attorney 
general and governor. From 1970 until 2003, Keheley served with the Cobb County 
Police Department where he was an operations officer, precinct commander, 
intelligence unit commander, special operations commander, watch commander 
and narcotics unit commander. He retired from Cobb County as the Deputy Chief of 
the Uniform Bureau where he was responsible for five precincts and the special 
operations unit, which was comprised of over 575 officers. 
Throughout his professional career, Keheley has served our nation in the Naval 
Reserves and Coast Guard, and has served in the Georgia Air National Guard. 
In addition to his extensive job experience, Keheley has received formal education 
from the FBI National Academy, accredited through the University of Virginia, the 
United States Secret Service Dignitary Protection School, Cobray International 
Counter Terrorism School, and is a Dive Rescue Specialist through the 
International Association of Dive Rescue Specialists. He has received over 3,000 
hours of POST certified training.

STORMWATER
Anyone who lived in Georgia between 2007 and 2009 knows what an impact drought can have on day-to-day life. Here are 
some tips for combatting drought effects by conserving water and energy.
•Energy is produced using large volumes of water, so conserving energy also conserves water. Save energy by turning off 
lights and cutting the air conditioner back when you’re not at home.

In the Kitchen and Laundry
•Wash only full loads of dishes and laundry. You’ll save water and energy.
•Use a rubber spatula to scrape dishes clean instead of rinsing with water.
•Soak really dirty pans or dishes for quicker washing.
•Avoid using your garbage disposal. Compost leftovers, fruits and vegetables.
•Prepare food efficiently. Speed clean food by using a vegetable brush. Spray water in short bursts.
•Don’t use running water to defrost foods. Defrost food in the microwave, in the refrigerator overnight or by placing
wrapped food in a bowl of cold water.

•Reuse clean household water. Collect water used to boil vegetables and/or shower water. Use it to water houseplants.

In the Bathroom
•Take a shower instead of a bath. Filling the bathtub uses about 50 gallons of water; a shower uses about 20 gallons.
•Shorten your shower to five minutes.
•Install a water-saving showerhead that uses 2.5 gallons per minute.
•Fix leaking faucets and toilets. Test for a leaking toilet by putting a few drops of food coloring in the toilet tank.
Wait a few minutes, then look in the bowl. If the food coloring has made its way there, you have a leak.

•Use a glass for rinse water when brushing teeth or shaving instead of letting the faucet run. An electric razor also
saves water.

•Think before you flush. Every eliminated flush can save between two and seven gallons of water.
•Install a low-flow toilet. Low-flow toilets need only 1.6 gallons per flush, saving thousands of gallons per year.
Unlike earlier models, low flow toilets available today receive high marks from consumers for overall performance.
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Deputy Chief Tommy Keheley

THANK YOU 
2016 SPECIAL EVENT SPONSORS

Presenting Sponsor 
Northside Hospital-Cherokee

 Bronze Sponsor
Farmers Insurance-Dao Agency

Access Waste Management
Alpine Roots Home

American Media Studios
Apec Electric

Around About Local Media
Big Peach Running Company

Brenwood Academy
Dental Town 
Discount Tire

Fivestones Church
Frank Ingram Wrecker Service

Holly Springs Chiropractic & Massage
Holly Springs DDA

Huntington Learning Center
LulaRoe

Lyndon Academy
North Metro Waste

Petit Artist
Publix Supermarkets, Inc.

Riverstone Graphics
Sunnyside Church of God

Superior Healthcare
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I first want to thank the people of Holly Springs for electing me mayor. I am honored and humbled to be chosen 
to represent all of you. I am looking forward to working with the City’s excellent staff and Council members.

I want to thank God and my family for supporting me during my campaign. My wife, Heather, is truly the most patient woman I have 
ever known. I would be lost without her love and support. I would like to thank all of you who supported me financially and otherwise. 
Thank you to Jim Laughlin and his family. I know how much you love Holly Springs and want to thank you for your willingness to offer 
your service as mayor. As a fireman, you are a hero and beloved member of our City.

Tim Downing, thank you for your outstanding service and leadership over the past fifteen years as a City councilman and mayor. I 
have some big shoes to fill. You have seen the population more than double during your tenure and have faced some tough decisions 
concerning growth. I am certain that you have always done what you believed was best for the City. You have been very gracious during 
this transition and I look forward to consulting with you in the future. 

Being elected mayor is just the beginning. It’s time to roll up our sleeves and get to work. The City Council and I have some important 
decisions facing us in the near future. The issue of growth is first on our list. Over the next few months, I will be meeting with City and 
County officials to discuss how we can continue to grow without placing an excessive burden on our infrastructure. 

I am pleased to provide an update on several of the infrastructure projects currently underway in Holly Springs.  The Rickman Industrial 
Drive Realignment and Turn Lane Project is under construction near the intersection of Holly Springs Parkway and Hickory Road/Holly 
Street.  Phase I of the Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) Streetscape Project along Holly Springs Parkway and Hickory Road was substantially 
completed in December.  Phase II of the LCI Project is scheduled to begin in the fall of 2017 and will provide pedestrian connectivity to 
Pine Crest Road upon completion.  The Palm Street Sidewalk and Drainage Project is on target for completion in the spring of 2017.

The Industrial Connector Scoping Project is also underway.  The project consultant, AECOM, completed the traffic counts and data 
collection in December.  The City of Holly Springs and AECOM will be conducting a public information open house in 2017 to receive input 
from City residents and business owners regarding the proposed route of the Industrial Connector from Hickory Road to Holly Springs 
Parkway.  We will send out information about the public information meeting as soon as the date for the meeting has been set.

The City of Holly Springs recently sentout a request for proposals (RFP) for a master developer for the construction of the Town Center 
Project.  The city council and I will be evaluating the proposals during the first quarter of 2017 to determine the most advantageous 
approach for the City of Holly Springs to consider in the development of our downtown.  We will evaluate the proposals from 
prospective master developers based on experience, conceptual development of private and public components of the site, as well as 
the approach for financing the construction of the infrastructure and buildings.

I am looking forward to serving all of you for the next four years. I humbly ask for your prayers and support as our City 
enters into a new era. 

God bless. -Steve

Timothy B. Downing

MESSAGE FROM THE

City of Holly Springs

P.O. Box 990

Holly Springs, GA 30142

Elected Officials 
Mayor: Steve Miller

Councilwoman: Karen Barnett 

Councilwoman: Dee Phillips 

Councilman: Jeremy Smith 

Councilman: Kyle Whitaker 

Councilman: Michael Roy Zenchuk II

Contact us:
Our physical address:

City of Holly Springs

3237 Holly Springs Parkway

Holly Springs, GA 30115

City Hall: 770-345-5536

Community Development: 770-345-5533

Police Department: 770-345-5537

Police Tip Hot line: 770-704-0667

Municipal Court: 770-345-5538

Emergency: 911

We’re on the web!
www.hollyspringsga.us
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